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GIS
A Geographic Information System 

(GIS) is a method to visualize, 
manipulate, analyse and display 

information that is tied to a spatial 
location. This involves linking 
database tables to geographic 
features, producing intelligent 

"layers" that can be mapped using 
GIS software.
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“Maps are a kind of language, a 
geospatial, visual language.”

- Jack Dangermond
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"GIS . . . allows data from two very 
different sciences to share a common 
language: the easily understood image 
of a map. A study of disease 
outbreaks, say, might be in one 
scientific ‘language’; the distribution 
of a certain kind of weather pattern 
might be in another ‘language’. 
Combined on a single map, the 
researcher can suddenly see how 
weather influences disease.”

Michael Rogers
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geographic information systems
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geomatics
Geomatic: the mathematics of the earth; the science of the collection, analysis, and interpretation 
of data, especially instrumental data, relating to the earth's surface. (Oxford English Dictionary)
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